
 Contemporary Issues 2019-2020
English:   Mrs. Hannah Fry

Website:  www.mrsfry.com

Email:      fryj@issaquah.wednet.edu (This is the best way to contact me)
Phone:    425.837.7777
Office:    2504 (in the Art wing across from the 2D Art classroom)

Dear parents/guardians and students:

This course is an examination of contemporary social issues, both domestic and foreign, that confront contemporary humanity. Using theoretical perspectives including symbolic interactionist, conflict, structural-functionalist, and constructionist, we will examine the roles of policymakers, social advocates, and the media in the process of defining social problems. Additionally, we will discuss the role of “social entrepreneurs” who seek to change the world. We will consider a variety of social issues, including world poverty, gender inequality, education, firearms, crime, environmental issues, and sustainable development.  Throughout the semester, we will explore ways in which these social issues are part of the organization of society and ways we can use our own agency to address them. 
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COURSE AIMS

· Examine the theoretical perspectives that sociologists use to understand how social issues develop

· Critically examine social issues in a way that is sociologically mindful 
· Understand systems of power and how they intersect to create social issues

· Trace the evolution of a social problem to understand the historical, economic, cultural, and political reasons that an issue has come to be defined as a social issue

· Examine the debate surrounding a social issue and compare/contrast the various sides in the debate to understand why and how groups develop opposing opinions regarding a given social issue and its solution

Materials:  Students will need the following materials in class EVERY DAY.  Please obtain and bring these materials as soon as possible.
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blue or black ink pens (at least two) and a red pen for in-class grading/editing

· pencils (remember that some classrooms throughout Skyline do not have pencil sharpeners)

· a package of 3x5 index cards
· a package of dry-erase markers
· a package of sticky-notes
· a three ring binder with subject dividers and notebook paper. I recommend that you have divided sections titled “Notes” and “Readings.” 
· an assignment calendar or personal planner 

· Periodically, you will need art supplies (markers, colored pencils, etc.) to be available. I will notify you when such materials will be necessary.

COURSEWORK 

Homework:  Although the amount and type will vary, expect homework 2 to 3 nights each week.  

· In-class work and homework must be neatly written or typed (if typed, use MLA formatting)
· Save all homework assignments (including notes and handouts) because they will help with test preparation as well as providing insurance in the case of a grade discrepancy. 
Oral Communication: Students will be regularly required to practice the art of oral communication in small-group cooperative learning, whole-class discussions, Socratic Seminars, and presentations.  
Written Work:  Please note that all typed documents MUST be typed and submitted to www.turnitin.com.  

· If submitting multiple pages, they should be stapled together BEFORE class.  

ELECTRONICS POLICIES
Cell Phones:

· Cell phones will not be permitted in class. If I see a cell phone in use or hear a cell phone in class the following will occur:

1st instance: I will gently remind the student to please put their device away until class ends.

2nd instance: I will confiscate the electronic device and hold it until the end of class.

3rd instance: I will confiscate the electronic device and give it to an administrator for the student to retrieve outside of class time.

** Listening to music may be possible on occasion during individual work time when allowed.  
Laptops:

· Laptops will not be permitted in class unless we are working with computer carts. Experience and studies suggest that the negatives of laptop use in class outweigh the positives. If you are taking enough notes to need a laptop, you are spending too much time taking notes and not enough time engaging with the material, the teacher, and your classmates. You are also missing the valuable step of synthesis in your note taking.
CONDUCT POLICIES
Be…
respectful of others as well as of yourself.


attentive, especially to directions.


curious and open-minded.


responsible for yourself and your learning.


prepared.


punctual. Arrive to class on time.
civil. Offer your perspective during class discussions and support it with facts and arguments. There will be 

         disagreements, but you will listen to each other and be civil and polite.

The free exchange of ideas in a safe, supportive, and productive classroom environment is important! 
Help to make this a brave space!
Participation:  The presence, curiosity, integrity and cooperation of all students are important to the success of everyone in the classroom. Students will be evaluated on various aspects, which include (but are not limited to): 

· Discussion and group projects.

· Preparation for class.

· Level of respect for the teacher or fellow students.

· Daily entry discussion completion.

Note: Throughout this course, we will engage in the exploration of many emotionally charged, complex issues. You will be challenged and asked to consider things from possibly new and differing perspectives. As such, it is imperative that we create and maintain an environment free of judgement and full of support and respect. Be ready to openly and honestly share your opinions, thoughts, and beliefs, but also respect others’ experiences and perspectives when you disagree. You may not need to agree, but you do need to listen.
GUIDE/TIPS FOR READING:
· When you are faced with long readings in any Humanities course, you can do a few things to ensure that you fully understand the reading for class preparation.
· Organize your schedule. Pay attention to due dates which are given in advance and plan your time accordingly.
· Begin every reading by reading the abstract, preface, introduction, and conclusion paragraphs at the minimum. These are often the most important parts of the text because the author often signals their major themes and arguments. 
· Critically read the afore-mentioned paragraphs indicating what seemed like the strongest parts of the text. Do not simply rely on underlining or highlighting; this is insufficient. In order to really know a text, you need to convert it into your own words or your own organization of the text. Underlining is passive and does not help you learn the material.
Grading Scale:
	A 93-100   A- 90-92

Distinguished. The student has demonstrated a quality of work and accomplishment far beyond the formal requirements and shows originality of thought and mastery of material.
	B+ 87-89   B 83-86   B- 80-82  

Proficient. The student has met the formal requirements, showing a clear indication of initiative and grasp of the subject.
	
	C+ 77-79  C 73-76 C- 70-72 
Approaching Standards. The student has generally met the formal requirements and has demonstrated good comprehension of the subject and reasonable ability to handle ideas.
	D+ 67-69 D 60-66

Still Developing. The student’s accomplishment (while still passing) leaves much to be desired. Some requirements have been met but were inadequate.
	


Categories:
40% Process (Homework, Quizzes, In-class work)
30% Projects and Seminars
10% Participation
10% Midterm Exam
10% Final Exam 
Family Access: Grades can be viewed online through family access; this will be updated weekly. It is your responsibility to regularly check your grade to track your progress as well as notifying teachers of any discrepancies or concerns. Keep graded assignments until the end of the semester. 

Rounding: Final semester grades will be rounded up if the raw percentage is within .5% of a letter grade change, and only if the student has no missing projects/tests, production reviews, or final work. No exceptions will be made (including but not limited to extended illness, absences, etc.) as those instances will have already been ameliorated with excused work/late work agreements.
*
*
*
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY/HONESTY POLICY: Academic integrity speaks to a student’s commitment and responsibility to pursue scholarship openly and honestly. It respects the concept that learning is the primary purpose of education, secondary to grades and credits. Academic Dishonesty is defined as any action or attended action that may result in creating an unfair academic advantage for oneself or an unfair academic advantage or disadvantage for any other student.
Academic Integrity violations include, but are not limited to:
· Plagiarizing or submitting any part of another person’s work as representing ones’ own scholarship
· Distribution/sharing of class assignments or test information in either written or verbal form to another student without teacher permission
· Unauthorized Collaboration – working with others without the specific permission of the instructor on assignments that will be submitted for an individual’s grade. This applies to in-class or take-home assignments/homework, projects, tests, or labs. 
· Collusion – supporting the lack of integrity/honesty by another student, as in allowing one’s work to be copied or submitted for assessment by another. Collusion also includes the use or sharing of identical or highly similar passages of one’s own work, or the work of another, unless specifically authorized by the teacher.
· Technology Malpractice – any misuse or abuse of private or public technology in relation to grades or in acquiring an academic advantage, including infractions of the school technology user agreement, language translation websites, cell phone messaging or picture transmission.
Consequences for Violation of Academic Integrity/Honesty: 
The degree or level of violation of the academic integrity/honesty, including specific circumstances, will be weighed in each case. Depending upon the severity of the violation, consequences may be accelerated even for a first time offense. 

Standard Consequence for 1st violation is: 

• Failing grade for the assignment/ test/project 

• Possible short-term suspension 

• Parent contact 

Standard Consequence for 2nd violation ranges from: 

• Failing grade for the assignment/test/project 

• Parent contact 

• If the same grading period as the first violation: Loss of credit with a failing grade and possible withdrawal from the course, including a reduction and possible rearrangement of the student’s academic schedule 

• Possible short-term suspension 

• Please note – if the course is a graduation requirement, the student will need to take responsibility to make up the course requirement on their own, i.e. summer school, correspondence course, etc. as approved by the student’s school counselor. 
*
*
*
Please review the Social Issues Syllabus before signing and returning this document.

This contract becomes valid and binding when the student and parent/guardian signatures are affixed to the attached signature page.  This page needs to be signed by the student and one guardian, detached from the syllabus, and then returned to the teacher for safekeeping.

The student should obtain all necessary signatures and return this page by Friday, January 31, 2019.
Student Syllabus/Contract Signature Page
Social Issues: Spring 2020
I hereby understand and agree to the terms of this contract.  I promise to do my best to fulfill the course expectations so that I may gain all of the benefits that are possible from this course.  I will strive to attend class regularly, complete all required work, participate in class activities, and I will have respect for my teacher and fellow classmates. 

Student’s name PRINT:____________________________________________________________

Student’s Signature:_______________________________________________________________

*Student, please update/verify your email address on Skyward.

I have read this contract with my student and I understand the terms of this contract.  I agree to provide support and assistance at home for my student as needed.  I understand that my signature indicates my approval of texts, works, and films that will be used during this course. I understand that my signature implies my acceptance of the policies described in this syllabus. I understand that I am welcome to contact the teachers at my convenience regarding any concerns or comments.  

Parent/Guardian’s name PRINT:_____________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s signature:________________________________________________________________

In getting to know your son or daughter, we would like your input, as your perspective is an integral part of your child’s education.  Please include your contact information so we know the best ways to get in touch with you.  Thank you very much for your time.

Best number to call: 
Mother/Guardian ____________________
Father/Guardian _______________________

E-mail:
    Mother/Guardian_____________________________________________

E-mail:    Father/Guardian______________________________________________

*Please, update/verify your email addresses on Skyward.
Daily Work:  No late work will be accepted for unexcused absences.  


**Late work may be turned in for 10% off each day late until the unit test. Weekends count as two days late.  No late work will be accepted after the unit test. Late work deductions will stop at 50%.


Major Projects:  Due dates will be given well in advance.  Even if the student is absent on the day the assignment is due, it is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements for his or her assignment to be turned in prior to the absence. If the assignment allows for it, email your assignment so it is on time!


Excused Absences:  Students will be expected to make up all assignments and notes.  Homework that was collected during an absence is due within 1 day of the student’s return to receive full credit. It may not be possible to make up some assignments such as Socratic seminars.  


**It is the student’s responsibility to check the appropriate websites for missing work and take the initiative to contact the appropriate teacher.









[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]>



