Paragraph strategies: using quotes and supports

DO NOT 

 . . . use quotes to repeat the same thing you’ve written:

Duncan had trusted the first Thane of Cawdor. He says, “He was a gentleman on whom I built/An absolute trust” (1.4.4). DON’T DO THIS!

 . . . use quotes that are very long.  Use the ellipsis (. . .) to focus on the section of the quote that makes your point. Use an ellipsis whenever part of a sentence is omitted. 

 . . . use unnecessary or cliche phrases:

This quote shows

I will prove that


as you can see


This shows that

This proves that
It says on page 63

In the book it says

you may think
I believe that 


It is my opinion that
DO

Provide Context= what’s happening.  Provide context for quotes.  This can be very brief:

Trying to cover up his outburst at Banquo’s ghost, Macbeth explains, “I have a strange infirmity” (3.4.86).

As she considers killing Duncan, Lady Macbeth asks for dark so “That my keen knife see not the  wound it makes” (1.5.50).

Create a frame=smoothly incorporate the quote into your sentence.  It can be done through context (see above), commentary:

Because she cannot face her proposed crime, Lady Macbeth asks for dark so  “That my keen knife see not the  wound it makes” (1.5.50).

or transitions:

In the beginning, Duncan hails “noble Macbeth”(1.2.68). His bravery has won the admiration of the king and all the nobles.

 But by the end, Macbeth is “this dead butcher” (5.8.68).  His death is a cause for celebration.

 Follow support with commentary 

You know that commentary shows the connection of your support to your thesis.  Suppose  your thesis is: 

Macbeth chooses to kill Duncan of his own free will.

What would your commentary for this quote be?

“If chance will have me king,/why chance may crown me/Without my stir” (1.3.142-144). 

