Thesis Statements
What is a thesis statement?
When you are writing a literary analysis, you must convince the reader of your analysis.  This form of persuasion is called “academic argument.”  At the end of the brief summation of your topic via your introduction paragraph, you directly state your argument on the topic in one sentence.  This sentence is the thesis statement, and it serves as a concise “road-map” of the argument you’ll make in the rest of your paper.

A thesis statement:

• Tells the reader your argument in regards to your chosen prompt
IMPORTANT:  A thesis statement is an interpretation of a question or topic, not the topic itself. Do not just restate the prompt.
• Acts as a road map for the paper; there are no such things as “spoilers” in literary analysis. Tell the reader exactly what you are arguing – do not save your main argument for later.
• Is written as a single sentence at the end of your first paragraph.  
· The rest of the paper, the body of the essay, produces evidence and analysis that will persuade the reader of the logic of your interpretation.

How do I create a thesis?

Formulating a thesis is not the first thing you do after reading an essay prompt.  
· First, you have to brainstorm/prewrite:  
· Collect and organize evidence that relates to your prompt

· Look for possible relationships between evidence, and think about the significance of these relationships.  
· Second, Once you have completed the above step, you will probably have a “working thesis” (an argument that you think you can support with evidence but that may need adjustment along the way)
You may try any number of brainstorming techniques such as freewriting, webbing, listing, outlining to organize the evidence that can lead you to a working thesis.

How do I know if my thesis is strong?

In addition to peer feedback, in order to evaluate your own thesis, ask yourself these questions:
• Have I taken a position that others might challenge or oppose?
Thesis statements that are too vague often do not have a strong argument. Avoid plot summaries or stating facts!
•Does my thesis pass the “So What?” test?
If a reader’s first response is “So What?” or “Why does this matter?” or “A random person of the street can figure this out by reading the text once” then you need to clarify or to think about authorial craft/choice.
•Does my thesis pass the how or why test?
If a reader’s first response is “How?” or “Why?” (or if you know your teacher would ask that question), your thesis may be too open-ended and lack guidance for the reader.  See what you can add to give the reader a better take on your position right from the beginning.
